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WWII student podcast
honoured at Webby Awards

World War II podcast series, Up from the Rubble, which was developed by Simon Reich
in partnership with fellow student and co producer Evan Howell, as part of his major
project at SAE Creative Media Institute, has beaten over 14,000 podcasts to be voted
runner-up in the student category, at the Webby Awards in New York. The series tells the
story of Simon’s father, Manfred Reich, a war survivor who was only 50 metres away
from where Adolf Hitler shot himself in an underground bunker, before he migrated to
Australia.

The Webby Awards are presented by the International Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences and
recognise excellence on the internet for the previous 12 months. Simon was delighted to see Up
from the Rubble get down to the final five, and secure the runner-up award.

“I knew the podcast was strong, but it was very pleasing to see it ahead of established names
like Stanford University, and Miami Ad School,” he said.

“My father’s story as a refugee has resonated with so many people, particularly given what’s
currently happening in Ukraine.”

Simon graduated from SAE Melbourne in 2020, with a Bachelor of Audio degree. The four-part
production he created as part of his final project for his degree tells the story of Manfred’s journey as
a war torn refugee who immigrated to Australia to find peace.

“The purpose of the podcast was to illustrate how migrants from war torn countries can be integrated
successfully into new communities, and become positive reflections of their homelands at the same
time,” Simon said.

In Up from the Rubble, he also touches on his father’s survival in Nazi Germany and one of the most
pivotal moments in modern history.

“The film, Valkyrie with Tom Cruise, gives a good representation of the situation my father found
himself in when he was only a young boy,” Simon shared.

https://open.spotify.com/show/6zvMkmR99EPlEGHp80cuq1


“There was a small rebel group within the German High Command that were plotting to assassinate
Hitler. My grandmother was the live-in cleaning lady at one of the conspirators' houses and when the
plot failed, my father and grandmother escaped to avoid being killed.

“When Hitler shot himself, my father was only 50 metres away in an underground bunker fearing for
his life.”

In the podcast, Simon added that his father shared a traumatic experience when the Allies bombed
their apartment block.

“They blew up the top storey and that caused all the subsequent storeys to collapse - leading to my
father and grandmother fleeing down to the basement, where they were trapped for two days, as
they dug themselves out with their hands.”

Towards the end of the podcast Simon added that his father has some wisdom for the leaders of
today.

“After all the destruction and carnage my father saw in Berlin 1945, he thought there would never be
another war. As my father rightly said and with what’s happening in Ukraine - society has learnt
nothing.”

SAE General Manager, Dr Luke McMillan congratulated Simon on the success of the podcast and
recognition from Webby.

“The Webby Awards are synonymous with recognising excellence. What Simon has achieved with
his podcast, Up from the Rubble deserves notable praise,” Dr McMillan said.

“The war in Ukraine has rightly put a focus on the wellbeing of refugees. Through podcasts like
Simon’s we can continue to learn from the past to guide our future.”

SAE Creative Media Institute understands creators like Simon, and provides
students with the experience, skills, equipment and connections to succeed in
the industry. Find out more at sae.edu.au.
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About SAE 

SAE Creative Media Institute is the place for creatives and innovators. Since 1976 we’ve been the leaders
in creative media education across animation, audio, creative industries, creative technologies, design, film,
games, and music. Every year, we support more than 10,000 students globally to develop the skills and
experience needed to carve successful careers. Students enjoy access to the latest technology and are
taught by industry-experienced faculty, while putting their skills to the test in small class environments. Our
graduates become part of a highly-respected global community of creatives that’s been around for over 40
years. We pride ourselves on being technically explorative, transformative and brave through our range of
creative media programs, from short courses and professional training through to bachelor and
postgraduate degrees. In Australia, our programs are delivered at campuses in Sydney, Brisbane, Byron
Bay, Melbourne, Perth and Adelaide. SAE is a part of Navitas Pty Ltd. More information about SAE is
available at sae.edu.au.

About Navitas

Navitas is a proud Australian company that pioneered an innovative university partnership model of
education in Perth in 1994. Its entities have delivered education programs across the country since 1976.
Further information about Navitas Pty Ltd is available at navitas.com.
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