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Postgraduate study empowers
Maddison to break into advertising

Women only make up 20 per cent of advertising creative departments in Australia,
according to shEqual. Maddison Cameron is the Creative Director of Affect Advertising,
and is studying the Master of Creative Industries (MCI) at SAE Creative Media Institute.
Maddison shared the skills she’s learnt, and why the gender disparity in advertising
motivated her to start her own agency.

Affect Advertising offers a full suite of TVC, design and website services to clients from the real estate
and beauty industries, to government agencies like GC32, which are supporting businesses in the
lead up to the 2032 Brisbane Olympics. Having worked in the entertainment industry as an actor and
singer for many years, Maddison was always keen to run her own business.

“Having a female voice and the expertise learnt from my bachelor’s and master’s has really made a
difference, in an industry that’s dominated by male advertisers,” Maddison said. “Clients are really
impressed with the skills I’ve learnt. I now have the knowledge and confidence on everything from
colour and the psychology behind that, to visual and written psychology, plus subliminal messaging
in advertising.

After studying SAE’s Bachelor of Film, Maddison wanted to take her skills to the next level, which
was when she explored SAE’s MCI.

“The business and cultural aspects really interested me as a creative practitioner,” Maddison shared.
“Getting to learn from experienced lectures brought an extra level of skill to my directing, and to then
have lecturers who can bring value from a cultural perspective was superb.”

Maddison admitted prior to studying the MCI at SAE, she had begun a master’s degree at a Sydney
based university, which she later found didn’t match her expectations.

“They just didn’t have a focus on the creative arts, which is why I made the switch back to SAE,” she
said. “SAE in comparison has much smaller classes, and lecturers who have worked in the industry,
so it’s completely different, and makes a huge difference to your learning experience.”

As a business owner, being able to study around her full-time work has been a major benefit to
Maddison: “Studying online has been a big plus for me, and provides that flexibility to work around
what I’ve got on with clients.”

For those who want to take their careers to the next level, Maddison had no hesitation in sharing
what direction to go in.

https://shequal.com.au/2021/01/21/behind-the-ad-diversity-in-the-advertising-industry/


“There’s no doubt that obtaining technical skills are valuable, but whether you want to produce
content for design, audio or film, it’s so important to study cultural, economic and historical
perspectives before you go and produce content - you can't get much better than what SAE has to
offer.”

SAE MCI Course Leader, Dr Teresa Rizzo explained the value of the SAE masters course, and the
career benefits of studying at a postgraduate level.

“In the last QILT graduate outcomes survey, it was reported that master's graduates earn 35 per cent
more than their undergraduate counterparts,” Dr Rizzo said.

“SAE’s MCI degree provides students the platform to refine and test their ideas with industry
experienced lecturers and peers, while deepening their industry knowledge.”

Realise your full creative potential with SAE’s Master of Creative Industries. Find out more at sae.edu.au

-ENDS-
About Affect Advertising
When it comes to high-end, cutting-edge content development and media buying, Affect Advertising is your go-to
advertising agency. With the rise of digital media, we can connect with audiences of all sizes regardless of their location.
This exciting reach enables us to unleash our limitless creativity and imagination while remaining true to both ourselves and
our esteemed clients. Masterful and experienced creatives and developers, are among the finest in their industries on a
national and international scale, setting Affect Advertising apart from the competition. Whatever your budget, we will see to
it that it has a stunning, lasting impact on your intended audience.

About SAE 
SAE Creative Media Institute is the place for creatives and innovators. Since 1976 we’ve been the leaders in creative media
education across animation, audio, creative industries, creative technologies, design, film, games, and music. Every year,
we support students globally to develop the skills and experience needed to carve successful careers. Students enjoy
access to the latest technology and are taught by industry-experienced faculty, while putting their skills to the test in small
class environments. Our graduates become part of a highly-respected global community of creatives that’s been around for
over 40 years. We pride ourselves on being technically explorative, transformative and brave through our range of creative
media programs, from short courses and professional training through to bachelor and postgraduate degrees. In Australia,
our programs are delivered at campuses in Sydney, Brisbane, Byron Bay, Melbourne, Perth and Adelaide. SAE is a part of
Navitas Pty Ltd. Find out more at sae.edu.au.
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